Nothing can be more beautiful and complete than the series of experiments which prove the identity of composition of the azotised principles of plants and certain forms of animal matter; and this great point being once proved, it will at once be admitted, that very little change can be required to fit those substances for immediate absorption into the animal system. It is found that plants contain a considerable quantity of a substance or substances identical in nature with animal matter : these substances are absorbed direct into the system ; independent of all evidence, it is surely improbable that these azotised substances in vegetable food should be transformed or consumed by the animal. Flesh has to be formed, the food contains the elements of flesh nearly formed, can we doubt then, that these elements are at once absorbed ? in place of being consumed by respiration, whilst other vegetable matters are being transformed into azotised compounds, in fact, into the elements of flesh. Every known fact in animal chemistry is opposed to such a supposition. When, however, we search for evidence of a similar arrangement with regard to fat, we find probability strongly against such a theory. It is true that many plants contain large quantities of fatty or oily matters, very nearly allied, nay in some cases identical, with the fat of animals ; but, on the other hand, we find many varieties of animal food, and amongst them some of those best fitted to fatten animals, almost wholly devoid of oil or fat of any kind ; when digested in Ether, they yield a minute quantity of resin or wax, but no true fat. In these cases it is evident that the fat formed must either be derived from the transformation of some of the non-azotised principles of the food, such as starch, &c., or, supposing it present in sufficient quantity, from the wax or resin ; in the latter case, as in the former, a distinct chemical transformation must take place; and if the necessity of this is once admitted, it does away to a great extent with the apparent probability of the theory, which supposes the fat to be formed by plants and appropriated by animals, whereas, if any chemical transformation is necessary, it is just as likely that starch or sugar may be changed mto fat, as that resin may undergo such a transformation. 
